xxii                  The Character.

Henri IV in his Historia delle guerre dvili di Francia,
published in 1630.   Cardinal Guido Bentivoglio described
the troubles in the Low Countries in his Delia Guerra di
Fiandra, published from 1632 to 1639.   Famianus Strada
wrote on the same subject in Latin ;  the first part of his
De Bello Belgico, which was meant to cover the period
from 1555 to 1590 but was not completed, appeared in
1632, and the second in 1647.   Hugo Grotius, the great
Dutch scholar, had long been engaged on his Annales et
Historian de Rebus Belgicis when he died in 1640 ;   it
was brought out by his sons in 1657, and contained five
books of Annals from 1566 to 1588, and eighteen books
of Histories to  1609.    These five historians were well
known in England, and were studied for their method as
well as their matter.   Burnet took Thuanus as his model.
c I have made him ', he says, ' my pattern in writing.' x
The others are discussed by Clarendon in a long passage
of his essay c On an Active and on a Contemplative Life \2
He there develops the view, not without reference to his
own history, that e there was never yet a good History
written but by men conversant in business, and of the
best and most liberal education ';   and he illustrates it
by comparing the histories of his four contemporaries:

Two of these are by so much preferable before the
other Two, that the first may worthily stand by the
Sides of the best of the Ancients, whilst both the
others must be placed under them ; and a Man,

1  Supplement to Burners History, ed. H. C. Foxcroft, p. 451.

2  In * Reflections upon Several Christian Duties^ Divine and Moral, by
Way of Essays', printed in A Collection of several Tracts of Edward Earl of
Clarendon, 1727, pp. 180-1.